
       Ascension Parish 

                Gurranabraher, Cork.  

             Sunday, June 14, 2020. 

        Corpus Christi (A)  

 

Feast of Corpus Christi 

The Feast of Corpus Christi is needed to remind us of this miraculous event 

where the bread and wine, at the moment of consecration in the Mass, is truly 

changed into the flesh and blood of Jesus Christ. It is an awesome truth that 

we today in 2020 can share in the flesh and blood of the Calvary sacrifice 

where Christ’s death took away the sins of the world. Yet, how much 

indifference, apathy and profanity there is around the Eucharist. The casual 

way we approach the altar to receive – often in great sin – is a barometer of 

how we have grown away from the Catholic faith and communion with the 

Risen Lord. The Catholic Church insists that only those who are baptized into 

the Catholic faith, who truly believe that Jesus is present in the Eucharist and who are free from 

serious sins are permitted to receive this sacrament. Those who receive the Sacrament unworthily, 

St Paul reminds us, brings condemnation on themselves. This Feast of Corpus Christi with its 

extraordinary solemnity and visibility is a call to wake from our slumber and see what Jesus has 

given us in his Holy Eucharist.  

“Whenever worship is no longer done, wherever it is not a priority to pay honour to God, human 

realities can make no headway... Adoration is not a luxury but a necessity, because when people 

cease to adore God, they begin to worship themselves through exalting pleasure, power, and 

material goods. Failing to adore God, they begin to serve mammon (Mt 6:24) — and once they 

begin to serve mammon, they forget who they are. Without the Creator, the creature 

disappears…”   (Pope Benedict XVI - 2008).  

 

The Offertory collection at Masses 

last weekend amounted to € 

This collection is for the ordinary  

day-to-day running and  

maintenance of the parish. 

 
 

Donations for Church Renovations 
gratefully accepted at Parish Office - 
or they can be lodged directly into: 

 

Ascension Church Building Fund A/c 
at AIB Bank  

IE65 AIBK 934194 32642064 
 

 
 

SUNDAY DUTY ROTA  
 

June 14, 2020. 

A priest can be contacted if required  

this Sunday at: 

Gurranabraher 085 804 1951  

 
         “For those who sought renown  

             and honour… by always doing good  

                there will be eternal life;  

             for the unsubmissive who refused  

                to take the truth for their guide – 

               and took depravity instead -  

              there will be anger and fury. 

              Pain and suffering will come to  

       every human being 

          who employs himself in evil.” 
                                              (Luke 2: 7-10) 

 

Parish Office – 021 - 430 3655  (If Urgent: 085 - 804 1951) 

      email: ascensionparish123@gmail.com     

      Website; www: gurranabraherparish.ie 

Priests of the Parish:  

Fr. Tomás Walsh, SMA.  Tel: 021-4303 658.  (walshtomas@hotmail.com)   

Fr. Aidan Vaughan, OFM, Cap. Tel: 021-439 7472. (aidan1302@gmail.com)  

Weekend Masses – Saturday 6pm (Vigil) & Sundays – 9am & 11.30am. 

Mass Intentions this Week 

Sat. 13, June 

6pm.  

Sun 14,  

9am.  

11.30am.  

Mon 15.  

8am.          All Masses fixed for these  

10am.        dates shall be rescheduled  

Tue 16.       once life returns to normal.  

8am 

10am.  

Wed 17. 

8am.  

10am.  

Thu 18.  

8am.  

10am.  

Fri 19. 

8am.  

10am.  

Sat 20. 

10am.  
---------------------------------------------------------- 

We pray for those recently deceased… 

 

Requiescat in Pace. 

 

 
Gurranabraher Parish asks you to please 

consider dropping a few Euro into our  
Credit Union Account – 

Church of the Ascension Renovation Fund - 
A/c No. 02255200. 
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Repair Work on Church Windows 

This Monday, 15th June, extensive work will begin repairing windows in 

the Church building. The window frames made of concrete have become 

porous with the passage of time allowing water to penetrate. This water 

reaches the steel embedded in the concrete causing it to rust - the 

expansion caused by the rust damages the concrete and exposes the 

steel. There is lots of evidence of damage done over the years. The work 

will cost approximately €30,000.00. An application for ‘Grant assistance’ 

to the Albert Gubay Foundation late last year was successful – and in 

February 2020 the Foundation granted Ascension Parish the sum of 

€25,000.00 to assist with the work. The diocese of Cork and Ross has 

kindly agreed to come up with the outstanding balance. Covid-19 has 

delayed the work from starting until now. 

The Albert Gubay Foundation 

Albert Gubay was the son of an Iraqi Jewish father and an Irish Catholic mother. In desperate times 

in post-war Britain, he struggled to survive by selling non-sugar sweets during rationing after the 

war. He recalled that he made a pact with God early in life, saying in a prayer: “Make me a millionaire 

and I’ll give you half of my money”. Albert Gubay never forgot the pact he made. He went on to 

become a multimillionaire opening up shops around Britain. Through his Albert Gubay Charitable 

Foundation he contributed millions to worthy projects initiated by the Catholic Church. In 2010 he 

donated £470m of his own personal fortune to this Foundation. The Foundation, which receives 

around £20m annually from Gubay’s businesses, reinvests half that income into the Roman Catholic 

Church to fulfil Gubay’s pact with God. We are deeply grateful for the Foundation’s trust in us here 

in Gurranabraher. It has recognised out efforts so far in replacing the church roof. May Albert Gubay, 

who died in 2016, be rewarded for his huge generosity to so any worthwhile projects.     

Death of Fr Angelus O’Neill, OFM, Cap.  

The death has occurred in Dublin, of Fr Angelus O’Neill, OFM, Cap. Fr 

Angelus was one of the first Capuchins into Gurranabraher parish, along 

with Fr Aidan Vaughan, after Bishop Murphy entrusted Gurranabraher 

Parish to the Franciscan Capuchin community in 1982. A native of 

Ballineen, in west Cork, he was ordained priest in 1962 and worked in 

many different ministries for the Capuchin community. Many remember Fr 

Angelus here in Gurranabraher for his kind warmth manner - and diligent 

approach to ministry. May God reward him now that his life’s work is done. 

Gurranabraher Website – gurranabraherparish.ie 

We remind parishioners again that our parish has a live website - gurranabraherparish.ie We invite 

parishioners to visit our site. It will keep you informed and up-to-date on parish activities. Read also 

on the webpage the latest Parish Newsletter. the daily readings and visit the links provided for sound 

Catholic faith formation.  
      

Public Masses to Resume on 29th June, 2020 

Public Masses are permitted to resume as and from Monday, 29 th June. 

However, strict guidelines must be followed by all who attend these 

Masses. i) Hands must be sanitised when coming into and leaving the 

church building. ii) Social distancing must be observed at all times (except 

for family members). This means that many Church benches will be 

cordoned off and not accessible for use. This will prevent many 

parishioner from sitting in seat places where there are seat plaques 

dedicated to deceased members of their family. We know that this will 

hurt some parishioners who have faithfully sat in the same seats occupied 

by loved ones before them. Please God, this will only be a temporary 

arrangement and parishioners will soon be able to sit where they please. 

Church Wardens will be available to show people to available seats. iii) 

We recommend, especially vulnerable persons, to wear a mask while in 

church; iv) Holy Communion is to be received only in the hands so as to 

reduce the risk of spreading infection; v) Church collections will be taken 

up in closed boxes at doors. We appeal to parishioners to please be 

generous with these collections – with no income for a number of months 

church funds are near to exhausted. Over the next two Newsletters we 

will be issuing further instruction regarding new protocols concerning the 

liturgy.       

Novena Mass Cards 

We wish to encourage more of our parishioners to use the Novena Mass Cards for different 

occasion. Particularly at this time when the public are prevented from attending Funeral Masses. 

These cards are deeply appreciated by people are times of anniversaries of deaths, at times of 

sickness, at times of death itself, at birthdays, exams or just to say ‘Thank You’ to those who have 

been good to us. At difficult moments it is nice to know that you have the support of the community.  

Pray - and Display Sacred Images from your Homes 

As Covid-19 darkens our landscape causing death and destruction it is easy to become 

despondent and fearful about the future. If there is ever a ‘hopeful season’ it is Easter when the 

Church shouts aloud the message that ‘Christ is Risen’; death does not have the last word. Pope 

Benedict once remarked that the greatest contribution Christians can make in the world is to radiate 

joy and hope. In these despondent times Christians get an opportunity to shine. 

One of the ways that we can reassure our world in these troubled times is for parishioners to display 

a religious object from the windows of their houses. A picture of the Sacred Heart of Jesus or one 

of the Blessed Virgin Mary, (or any other saint), can give a powerful message that God and his 

Elect are with his people in these moments of danger. Such a display will let others know that you 

are are praying for an end to this scourge that threatens to overwhelm us. 

“God will not allow unrighteousness to become eternal. He permits revolutions, disintegration 

and chaos as reminders that our thinking has been wrong – and that our dreams 

have been unholy.” (Archbishop Fulton Sheehan – 1947) 


