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                Gurranabraher, Cork.  

             Sunday, May 10, 2020. 

   Fifth Sunday of Easter (A)  

 
The devil - and the mystery of evil 

How can evil in the world be reconciled with an all-good, all-loving, all-powerful God? Why are the 

devil and his demons permitted to wreak havoc in the world? 

Tolkien and C. S. Lewis had similar explanations for the problem of evil in the world, with both 

human and natural evil proceeding from God’s desire for his creatures to be free to make good or 

bad choices. Tolkien depicts natural evil as the result of Eru (the Creator) allowing Melkor’s “false 

notes” to remain in the “music” that brought the universe into being, with Eru intending to bring 

good even from Melkor’s rebelliousness. 

C. S. Lewis explains the matter this way in Miracles: “In the first place, we ask how Nature created 

by a good God comes to be in this condition… her positive depravity calls for a very different 

explanation. According to Christians, this is all due to sin; the sin both of men and of powerful, non-

human beings, supernatural but created…The sin, both of men and of angels, was rendered 

possible by the fact that God gave them free will; thus surrendering a portion of his omnipotence” 

- as Karol Wojtyla said, subjecting Himself to their judgment - ”…because He saw that from a world 

of free creatures even though they fell, He could work out…a deeper happiness and a fuller 

splendour than any world of automata would admit.” 

Karol Wojtyla observes: “The battle against the devil… is still being fought today, because the devil 

is still alive and active in the world. The evils that surround us today, the disorders that plague our 

society, man’s inconsistency and brokenness, are not only the result of original sin, but also the 

result of Satan’s pervasive and dark action.” This from a philosophical giant, a man of mind who 

embraced art and science, and someone who experienced wickedness and the temptation it 

spawns, like wind and rain from the eye of a hurricane.  (Thomas M. Doran – 2016) 

The Offertory collection at Masses 

last weekend amounted to € 

This collection is for the ordinary  

day-to-day running and  

maintenance of the parish. 

 

 

Donations for Church Renovations 
gratefully accepted at Parish Office - 
or they can be lodged directly into: 

 

Ascension Church Building Fund A/c 
at AIB Bank  

IE65 AIBK 934194 32642064 
 

 
 

SUNDAY DUTY ROTA  
 

May 10, 2020. 

A priest can be contacted if required  

this Sunday at: 

Cathedral 085 804 1951 

 

 
         “For those who sought renown  

             and honour… by always doing good  

                there will be eternal life;  

             for the unsubmissive who refused  

                to take the truth for their guide – 

               and took depravity instead -  

              there will be anger and fury. 

              Pain and suffering will come to  

       every human being 

          who employs himself in evil.” 

                                              (Luke 2: 7-10) 

 

Parish Office – 021 - 430 3655  (If Urgent: 085 - 804 1951) 

      email: ascensionparish123@gmail.com     

      Website; www: gurranabraherparish.ie 

Priests of the Parish:  

Fr. Tomás Walsh, SMA.  Tel: 021-4303 658.  (walshtomas@hotmail.com)   

Fr. Aidan Vaughan, OFM, Cap. Tel: 021-439 7472. (aidan1302@gmail.com)  

Weekend Masses – Saturday 6pm (Vigil) & Sundays – 9am & 11.30am. 

Mass Intentions this Week 

Sat. 9, May 

6pm.  

Sun 10,  

9am.  

11.30am.  

Mon 11.  

8am.            All Masses fixed for these  

10am.          dates shall be rescheduled  

Tue 12.       once life returns to normal.  

8am 

10am.  

Wed 13. 

8am.  

10am.  

Thu 14.  

8am.  

10am.  

Fri 15. 

8am.  

10am.  

Sat 16. 

10am.  
---------------------------------------------------------- 

We pray for those recently deceased… 

Michael O’Connell, Templeacre Avenue, 

Requiescat in Pace. 

 

 
Gurranabraher Parish asks you to please 

consider dropping a few Euro into our  
Credit Union Account – 

Church of the Ascension Renovation Fund - 
A/c No. 02255200. 

 
 

 
 

mailto:ascensionparish123@gmail.com
mailto:Tel:%20021-4303%20658
mailto:aidan1302@gmail.com


Pray - and Display Sacred Images from your Homes 

As Covid-19 darkens our landscape causing death and destruction everywhere it is easy to become 

despondent and fearful about the future. If there is ever a ‘hopeful season’ it is Easter - From Easter 

Sunday to Pentecost the Church shouts aloud the message that ‘Christ is Risen’; death does not 

have the last word. Pope Benedict once remarked that the greatest contribution Christians can make 

in the world is to radiate joy and hope. In these despondent times Christians get an opportunity to 

shine – to tell the world that Jesus is alive; that everything is in God’s hands. 

One of the ways that we can reassure our world in these troubled times is for parishioners to display 

a religious object from the windows of their houses. A picture of the Sacred Heart of Jesus or one 

of the Blessed Virgin Mary, (or any other saint), can give a powerful message that God and his Elect 

are with his people in these moments of danger. 

Such a display will let others know that you are praying for an end to this scourge that threatens to 

unleash devastating results both short term and long term on the Irish Nation. We ask that you would 

encourage other believers to do the same. 

The last Polio epidemic that struck Ireland in the 1950s witnessed a great mobilization of believers 

to offer Masses and Rosaries both in churches and at ‘roadside Marian shrines’ to be spared from 

this affliction. Be in no doubt that ‘divine intervention’ is as necessary for ending this plague as is 

the work of great scientific and medical minds and the front-line staff who so heroically tend to 

victims. 

Priests stand with their people 

We remind parishioners that we continue to hold them in our prayers and in our Masses that we 

celebrate privately each day. For everyone there is much adjusting to do in these unprecedented 

times. We feel for the many who cherished the Eucharist each day and who now feel abandoned by 

everyone – even the Church. We ask them to have faith – to put their trust in God. We encourage 

all to say the Rosary daily for the world. If only families would begin to say the Rosary what a 

difference it would make to the world.  

Meals on Wheels  

Gurranabraher Meals on Wheels delivers hot, nutritious meals daily to many of our senior 

neighbours in the Churchfield/Gurranabraher/Blarney Street area. If you or someone you know 

would like to avail of this service please contact us at 021 430 1037. We can also be contacted at 

gurranabrahermealsonwheels@gmail.com  

 

SeniorLine is a FREEPHONE service that operates between 10am and 10pm every day of the year 

on 1800 804591. Any caller, concerned about Covid-19, will receive the most up to date guidance 

as recommended by Government sources. Good health practice is reinforced at all times. This 

information is updated daily as the situation changes and is available to each of our volunteers at 

the phones. 

 

Church need to Recover the Practice of Eucharistic Devotion 

“Whenever worship is no longer done, wherever it is not a priority to pay honour to God, human 

realities can make no headway... Adoration is not a luxury but a necessity, because when people 

cease to adore God, they begin to worship themselves through exalting pleasure, power, and 

material goods. Failing to adore God, they begin to serve mammon (Mt 6:24) — and once they 

begin to serve mammon, they forget who they are. Without the Creator, the creature 

disappears…”   (Pope Benedict XVI - 2008).  

Gurranabraher Website – gurranabraherparish.ie 

We remind parishioners again that our parish has a live website - gurranabraherparish.ie We invite 

parishioners to visit our site. It will keep you informed and up-to-date on parish activities. Visit the 

Gallery page and see plenty of photos of former parish events. Find the daily readings and visit the 

links provided for sound Catholic faith formation.  

Novena Masses 

We wish to encourage more of our parishioners to use the Novena Mass Cards for different 

occasion. Particularly at this time when the public are prevented from attending Funeral Masses. 

These cards are deeply appreciated by people are times of anniversaries of deaths, at times of 

sickness, at times of death itself, at birthdays, exams or just to say ‘Thank You’ to those who have 

been good to us. At difficult moments it is nice to know that you have the support of the community.  

How the first Christians changed the world 

A small group of men and women, who called themselves Christians, once set its principles of 

charity and temperance against the prevailing values of the age - and in so doing altered the course 

of civilization. Because the early Christians’ belief had a specific content of truth and morality based 

on the life and teachings of Jesus Christ, they could not simply go with the flow. They believed that 

Jesus Christ was God. Consequently, they could not worship, or pretend to worship, a mere human 

being who claimed to be God because he was Caesar. And this seemed to non-Christians to be 

an unpardonable stubbornness and perversity. For this stand they experienced great persecution 

and even death. But they persevered because they knew that eternity is what ultimately matters. 

They remembered what Jesus told them: “What does a man gain if he gains the whole world but 

loses his very soul”.  

Mass Cards available for all occasions 

Mass Cards are available at the Parish Office for all occasion, RIP, Get Well, Birthdays, 

Anniversaries, Exams, etc. – the intentions are included in Nine Masses (Novena) celebrated each 

month in the parish. Card cost €3. 

 

“God will not allow unrighteousness to become eternal. He permits revolutions, disintegration 

and chaos as reminders that our thinking has been wrong – and that our dreams 

have been unholy.” (Archbishop Fulton Sheehan – 1947) 
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