
       Ascension Parish 

                Gurranabraher, Cork.  

           Sunday, March 29, 2020. 

      5th Sunday of Lent (A)  

 
We must heed the Signs of the Times  

We live in truly apocalyptic times. The Coronavirus has brought the world to a standstill resulting 

in great confusion and fear. Whenever it ends the world will have to face issues not faced since 

the aftermat of World War II. A generation healthier and wealthier than any generation before it will 

have to adjust to a new and more impoverished way of living. All of this will severely test what we 

are made of – and what really sustains us!  

Off the news because of the Coronavirus is the ‘locust plague’ that is storming through east Africa 

and South Asia – and which the World Health Organisation warns: “threatens food security for the 

poorest people in the world”. Hundreds of billions of locusts have conquered territory in at least 

eight countries, overwhelming governments and aid organizations while consuming crops and 

grazing land so rapidly that experts fear widespread famine. Then, in recent months we had the 

devastating forest-fires across America, New Zealand and Australia.  

That such events have always occurred throughout history is a fact. What is different in these times 

is how we respond to events. In the past recourse to prayer – beseeching the Lord of the Universe 

– to ‘come to our aid’ was a first-response. When things seemed outside our control we asked the 

Lord for strength and the wherewithal to address a situation. This generation has turned its back 

on the Lord – preferring to ‘go it alone’. The frightening fact is that man cannot ‘go it alone’. Each 

time we have tried we only add to the confusion. These times should be a warning to all of us that 

we need God in our lives. Without God, we have no compass to know where we are - or where we 

are going. God does not intrude in our personal freedom. His help is only forthcoming when we 

ask for it. Man must discover, and discover quickly, that we need God; otherwise we will destroy 

ourselves and our world completely.   

The Offertory collection at Masses 

last weekend amounted to € 

This collection is for the ordinary  

day-to-day running and  

maintenance of the parish. 

 

 

Donations for Church Renovations 
gratefully accepted at Parish Office - 
or they can be lodged directly into: 

 

Ascension Church Building Fund A/c 
at AIB Bank  

IE65 AIBK 934194 32642064 
 

 
 

SUNDAY DUTY ROTA  
 

March 29, 2020. 

A priest can be contacted if required  

this Sunday at: 

Cathedral 087 238 1187 

 

 
         “For those who sought renown  

             and honour… by always doing good  

                there will be eternal life;  

             for the unsubmissive who refused  

                to take the truth for their guide – 

               and took depravity instead -  

              there will be anger and fury. 

              Pain and suffering will come to  

       every human being 

          who employs himself in evil.” 

                                              (Luke 2: 7-10) 

 

Parish Office – 021 - 430 3655  (If Urgent: 085 - 804 1951) 

      email: ascensionparish123@gmail.com     

      Website; www: gurranabraherparish.ie 

Priests of the Parish:  

Fr. Tomás Walsh, SMA.  Tel: 021-4303 658.  (walshtomas@hotmail.com)   

Fr. Aidan Vaughan, OFM, Cap. Tel: 021-439 7472. (aidan1302@gmail.com)  

Weekend Masses – Saturday 6pm (Vigil) & Sundays – 9am & 11.30am. 

Mass Intentions this Week 

Sat. 28, March 

6pm.  

Sun 29,  

9am.  

11.30am.  

Mon 30.  

8am.            All Masses fixed for these  

10am.          dates shall be rescheduled  

Tue 31.       once life returns to normal.  

8am 

10am.  

Wed 1, April. 

8am.  

10am.  

Thu 2.  

8am.  

10am.  

Fri 3. 

8am.  

10am.  

Sat 4, 

10am.  
---------------------------------------------------------- 

We pray for those recently deceased… 

Elizabeth  Warren, formerly Presentation Road 

Sylvie Nagle, St Enda’s Road. 

Margaret (Mag) O’Keeffe, Mt Eden road 

Requiescat in Pace. 

 

 
Gurranabraher Parish asks you to please 
consider dropping a few Euro each week 

into our Credit Union Account – 
Church of the Ascension Renovation Fund - 

A/c No. 02255200. 
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mailto:aidan1302@gmail.com


Pope’s special Urbi et Orbi blessing (to the city and the world) 

Pope Francis delivered an extraordinary blessing “To the City [of Rome] and to the World” on Friday, 

27th March at 4pm, (Roman time), to pray for a world in ‘lock-down’ brought about by the Covid-19 

Coronavirus pandemic. The Pope prayed for the world at this critical juncture in the presence of two 

sacred images that have accompanied the people of Rome for centuries: the ancient icon of 

Mary, Salus Populi Romani – housed in the Basilica of St. Mary Major – and the miraculous crucifix 

kept in the church of San Marcello on the city’s Via del Corso. More importantly, the Pope exposed 

the Blessed Sacrament for adoration and imparted his Apostolic Blessing, offering everyone 

the opportunity to receive a plenary indulgence. 

In his address, Pope Francis said: “For weeks now it has been evening. Thick darkness has 

gathered over our squares, our streets and our cities; it has taken over our lives, filling everything 

with a deafening silence and a distressing void that stops everything as it passes by; we feel it in 

the air, we notice it in people’s gestures, their glances give them away. In this situation, he said, we 

feel afraid and lost, like the disciples whose boat was in danger of sinking while Jesus slept at the 

stern. This storm, said the Pope, exposes “our vulnerability and uncovers those false and 

superfluous certainties around which we have constructed our daily schedules” and lays bare “all 

those attempts to anesthetize ourselves”. What is revealed, he said, is “our belonging as brothers 

and sisters”, our common humanity… Pope Francis continued: “we have all gone ahead at 

breakneck speed”, ignoring the wars, injustice, and cries of the poor and our ailing planet. We carried 

on regardless, thinking we would stay healthy in a world that was sick. In our stormy sea, we now 

cry out: “Wake up, Lord!” Pope Francis said faith begins “when we realize we are in need of 

salvation” and are not self-sufficient. If we turn to Jesus and hand Him our fears, He will conquer 

them. Because this is God’s strength: turning to good everything that happens to us, even the bad 

things. He brings serenity into our storms, because with God life never dies.” Pope Francis 

concluded asking the world to turn once more to the Lord. 

 

How the first Christians changed the world 

A small group of men and women, who called themselves Christians, once set its principles 

of charity and temperance against the prevailing values of the age - and in so doing altered 

the course of civilization. Because the early Christians’ belief had a specific content of truth 

and morality based on the life and teachings of Jesus Christ, they could not simply go with 

the flow. They believed that Jesus Christ was God. Consequently, they could not worship, 

or pretend to worship, a mere human being who claimed to be God because he was 

Caesar. And this seemed to non-Christians to be an unpardonable stubbornness and 

perversity. For this stand they experienced great persecution and even death. But they 

persevered because they knew that eternity is what ultimately matters. They remembered 

what Jesus told them: “What does a man gain if he gains the whole world but loses his very 

soul”. 

Priests stand with their people 

We remind parishioners that we continue to hold them in our prayers and in our Masses that we 

celebrate privately each day. For everyone there is much adjusting to do in these unprecedented 

times. For us it is very difficult to say Mass alone each morning when our lives have been centred 

around meeting people and celebrating the sacraments. We feel for the many who cherished the 

Eucharist each day and who now feel abandoned by everyone – even the Church. We ask them 

to have faith – to put their trust in God. We encourage all to say the Rosary daily for the world. If 

only families would begin to say the Rosary what a difference it would make to the world.  

Meals on Wheels  

Gurranabraher Meals on Wheels delivers hot, nutritious meals daily to many of our senior 

neighbours in the Churchfield/Gurranabraher/Blarney Street area. If you or someone you know 

would like to avail of this service please contact us at 021 430 1037. We can also be contacted at 

gurranabrahermealsonwheels@gmail.com  

Novena Masses 

We wish to encourage more of our parishioners to use the Novena Mass Cards for different 

occasion. Particularly at this time when the public are prevented from attending Funeral Masses. 

These cards are deeply appreciated by people are times of anniversaries of deaths, at times of 

sickness, at times of death itself, at birthdays, exams or just to say ‘Thank You’ to those who have 

been good to us. At difficult moments it is nice to know that you have the support of the community.  

Gurranabraher Website – gurranabraherparish.ie 

We remind parishioners again that our parish has a live website - gurranabraherparish.ie We invite 

parishioners to visit our site. It will keep you informed and up-to-date on parish activities. Visit the 

Gallery page and see plenty of photos of former parish events. Find the daily readings and visit the 

links provided for sound Catholic faith formation.  

Church need to Recover the Practice of Eucharistic Devotion 

“Whenever worship is no longer done, wherever it is not a priority to pay honour to God, human 

realities can make no headway... Adoration is not a luxury but a necessity, because when people 

cease to adore God, they begin to worship themselves through exalting pleasure, power, and 

material goods. Failing to adore God, they begin to serve mammon (Mt 6:24) — and once they 

begin to serve mammon, they forget who they are. Without the Creator, the creature 

disappears…”   (Pope Benedict XVI - 2008).  

 

Mount Cara (Cara House) 

Mount Cara is a twenty-five bed facility located on Redemption Road situated on the grounds of 

Cork and Ross Diocesan Offices. Mount Cara offers respite, convalescence and continuing care 

to the elderly. To check for availability and for further information contact Eilís Brennan 021 

4395737 or administration@mountcara.ie  
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mailto:gurranabrahermealsonwheels@gmail.com
mailto:administration@mountcara.ie

